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patented  Invention  that  aay  In  any  way  be  related 
thereto. 
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ACTZT4W  U  Oei«b«r  190 

SUBJECTt  Kontlily  Test  Raport  NuNbar  6  >»  Maehanlsed  Rifle  Troop  (K113)  (1*31 
July  1963)  (U) 


TO:  See  Distribution 


1.  (c)  gentr*; 

Missions  perfoned  by  nsehanised  rifle  troops  during  the  reporting 
period  tssre  gensr«ill<'  statle  in  nature  and  oonsisted  prinarlly  of  route  and 
area  seeurlty.  ho  instance  of  insurgsnt  atteoks  on  secured  areas  uas 
notsd  during  the  period  covered  by,  this  report.  Increased  aotivlty  in  araor 
operations  wis  reported  only  in  ths  Delta  area  of  IV  Corps. 

A  description  of  test  units*  diseussicn  of  test  objectives*  and 
operational  plan  of  test  is  contained  in  previous  nonthly  test  reports. 

Ths  previously  reported  estlnute  of  95  percent  test  cesgiletldn  rs« 
■alns  unchanged. 

2.  (c) 

The  absence  of  aggressive  Insurgsnt  activity  in  areas  where  K113 
elsaants  are  wployed  as  security  forces  tends  to  support  prevlcus  indloatisM 
of  insurgent  avoidance  of  contact  with  M113  troops  (see  puMgraph  3s*  Kcnthly 
Test  Report  Kuober  2)  and  points  up  the  area-denial  role  of  the  K113  under  a 
counterinsurgency  onvironMnt.  This  observation  reflects  acknowledgoaont  of 
the  insurgent  capability  of  taking  offensive  action  at  the  tine  and  location 
of  his  own  choosing. 

3.  (U)  Content  ^nd  fonsat 

In  addition  to  the  narrative  of  M113  operations  in  KIEN  FHGNC  Province 
(Incl  1)  this  report  contains  a  discussion  of  l^stical  problens  encountered 
during  the  reporting  period  (Incl  2)  and  a  status  report  on  the  testing  of 
certain  items  of  equiposnt  being  ssiployed  by  M113s  in  Vietnam  (Incl  3)» 

A.  (C)  References 

a.  DA  letter,  AG.V»..P  (K)  381  (31  Oct  62)  DCSOPS*  subjeott  "An^ 
Tro(^  Test  Program  in  Vietnam  (U)**  6  Novomber  1962*  as  amended. 

b.  ACTIV  letter  (to  CGUSACPC)*  subject:  "Plan  of  test*  Keehonised 
Rifle  Troop  (r.ll3)*"  28  November  1962. 

c.  ACTIV  letter  (to  CIMCPAC  through  CCPUatACV)*  subject:  "Simmmry 
of  Test  Plan  for  Mechanised  Rifle  Troop  (M113)  (U)*"  3  December  1962. 

d.  Monthly  Test  Reports  Numbers  1  through  5*  Mechanised  Rifle  Troop 
(H113)  (U)*  Arsy  Concept  Team  in  Vietnam. 
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IU13  OPERATIONS  IN  KIEN  PHONG 


1.  (C)  GENERAL 

During  tha  period  26  June  -  6  July  1963,  the  Ath  Machanisad  Rif la 
Troop,  2d  Araorad  Cavalry  Squadron  participatad  in  four  oparationa  in  Kian 
Phong  Frovinea.  Oparationa  froai  27  Juna  through  3  July  uare  undar  tha  con¬ 
trol  of  tha  provinca  chiaf.  An  oparation  on  5  July  waa  controlled  by  7th 
Diviaion.  Appandixaa  1  and  2  are  aehaMtic  nap  dlagm—  of  thaaa  opar- 
ationa.  Appendix  3  conaiata  of  photographa  taken  on  the  niaaiona. 

2.  (C)  OPERATIONS  26  -  2S  June 

Tha  coaaMndlng  officer,  Ath  Troop  2d  Squadron  received  a  movenant 
ordar  on  tha  afternoon  of  26  June.  At  1730  that  evening,  the  troop  began 
loading  12  K113o  on  two  I^a.  Loading  was  conplated  at  1810.  After  load¬ 
ing,  tha  LSUa  proceeded  North  on  the  Mekong  River.  Aa  the  LSUa  could  carry 
only  aix  M113a  each,  three  vehicles  reaiained  at  hoae  station.  Of  theaa 
three,  only  one  could  have  been  left  had  more  transportation  been  available. 

Tha  cooaanding  officer,  Ath  Troop,  2d  Squadron  had  not  yet  received 
an  oparationa  order,  but  had  been  instructed  to  pick  it  up  at  Cao  Lanh  at 
2100  that  night.  Cao  Lanh  was  apprcudinately  90  km  up  river  frcn  My  The, 
and  the  speed  of  the  LSU  is  10  kn/hr.  It  was  impossible  to  meat 

this  time  schedule.  During  the  night,  one  of  the  LSUa  developed  engine 
trouble  and  had  to  proceed  on  one  engine.  As  a  result,  at  0700  27  June, 
the  LD  time,  the  company  was  still  30  km  away  from  the  LD,  proceeding  at 
five  kV^*  At  1030  on  27  June  the  troop  reached  Cao  Lanh.  Here  it  mis 
learned  that  the  planned  operation  had  been  cancelled  due  to  the  non¬ 
availability  of  the  M113a. 

At  1100  a  report  was  received  at  the  CP  that  a  T-26  aircraft  had 
been  strafing  a  hard-core  VC  unit  of  about  AO  man  and  had  been  shot  down. 

The  troop  was  given  the  mission  of  proceeding  to  the  area  to  secure  the 
wreckage.  The  troop  departed  Cao  Umh  at  1110  and  landed  at  Binh  Thanh 
at  lAOO.  Unloading  operations  of  Binh  Thanh  required  only  10  minutes  once 
the  LSUa  were  in  position.  The  flat,  mostly  dry  terrain  near  the  river 
allowed  rapid  movement  toward  the  objective  area.  Due  to  the  excellent 
terrain  and  high  speed  of  the  M113s,  nine  VC,  who  had  been  caught  in  tha 
open  and  run  down,  were  captured.  The  time  was  1A30.  Tbs  troop  reached 
the  plane-crash  site  at  1330  after  crossing  three  canals.  The  plane  had 
crashed  in  a  somewhat  marshy  area  that  had,  unlike  the  excellent  terrain 
to  the  North  and  West,  many  canals  and  Inundated  areas.  The  order  was 
received  to  secure  the  crash  site  until  an  Air  Force  EOD  Team  could  police 
up  2A  2S-lb  frag  bombs  that  were  strewi  over  the  area.  The  troop  remained 
at  this  location  overnight. 

On  28  June  the  troop  helped  the  ECD  team  locate  the  ordnance, 
loaded  the  wreckage  on  the  carriers,  and  at  1330  moved  out  en  route  to  the 
LSUs.  En  route,  three  VC  were  killed  and  two  more  captured.  The  total 
VC  killed  in  this  operation  was  three,  the  total  captured  13.  No  weapons 
were  captured.  The  troop  traveled  approximately  70  km. 

3.  (C)  DESCRIPTION  OF  OPHtATION  29  June  (DUC  THANH  J2/tD) 

This  operation  began  when  the  troop  commander  received  the  oper¬ 
ation  order  at  Cao  Lanh  at  1700  28  June.  The  troop  was  located  at  this 
time  at  Binh  Thanh,  approximately  33  km  North  of  Cao  Lanh.  An  ordar  was 
transadtted  to  the  troop  executive  officer  to  load  the  12  N113s  on  the 
two  LSUs  located  at  Binh  Thanh  and  proceed  North  on  the  Mekong  River  to 
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the  liD,  At  epproximteljr  2400,  the  troop  consander  departed  Ceo  lanh  bjr 
■otor  launch  en  route  to  Long  Son,  approxijaately  five  kn  South  of  the  li) 
at  0650  29  June.  The  first  LSD  arrived  at  the  LD  and  completed  unloading 
operations  at  0730.  The  second  LSU,  which  had  encountered  engine  trouble 
iltw  leaving  Mjr  Tho,  arrived  and  completed  unloading  at  0820.  The  LD 
was  crossed  the  company  at  0830. 

The  troop  reached  objective  Al,  cleared  It  with  no  contact,  and 
then  proceeded  toward  objective  A2.  Just  before  reaching  objective  A2, 
an  QA-l  spotter  aircraft  reported  the  presence  of  several  VC  in  the  tall 
grassy  terrain  that  dominated  objective  A2.  It  required  about  one  hour 
to  cross  and  recrosa  the  grassy  area  in  an  attempt  to  drive  the  VC  out. 

They  successfully  eluded  the  search,  apparently  hiding  in  the  dense  vege¬ 
tation.  One  of  the  attached  Civil  Guards  was  injured  by  a  nine  during 
this  operation.  Four  civilians  who  had  been  held  prisoner  by  the  VC  were 
found  and  liberated. 

The  troop  did  not  proceed  directly  to  objective  A3  upon  leaving 
A2,  but  trent  to  the  North,  to  within  one  km  of  the  Cambodian  border,  before 
turning  to  the  Southwest  toward  objective  A3.  As  the  troop  began  clearing 
the  dense  patches  of  woods  in  the  Southern  portion  of  A3,  many  signs  of  VC 
activity  were  noted,  such  as  well-wom  paths,  lean-to-shelters,  and  a  sam¬ 
pan.  The  Civil  Guard  company  was,  at  this  time,  dismounted.  Host  of  the 
foot  troops  were  following  the  troop  executive  officer,  who  was  on  the 
right  (North)  controlling  the  seven  rifle  Fills  and  the  maintenance  Mills. 
The  troop  coanander  had  his  track,  the  three  weapons  Mills  and  a  few  Civil 
Guard  riflemmi  with  him  on  the  left  (South)  side  of  the  objective.  As  the 
troop  approached  the  largest  patch  of  woods  in  the  area,  two  VC  wei^  ob¬ 
served  rwiniag  to  the  right  (North).  The  executive  officer  ordered  the 
Mills  under  his  control  to  give  pursuit.  The  two  VC  were  captured.  As  a 
result  of  this  action,  the  large  patch  of  woods  was  by-passed  to  the  North 
by  the  executive  officer,  his  eight  tracks,  and  the  Civil  Guard  troops 
following  him.  In  the  meantime,  the  troop  conaander  continued  to  move 
through  the  woods  with  his  four  Mills  and  approximately  two  squada  of 
Civil  Guard. 

At  1150,  after  he  had  moved  through  about  ICX)  meters  of  the  woods, 
the  troop  commander  heard  small  anas  fire.  Thinking  that  it  was  the  civil 
guard  firing,  he  stopped  his  advance  and,  unable  to  conanmlcate  otherwise, 
dismounted  the  treck  in  an  attaspt  to  effect  a  cease  fire.  He  realized 
that  the  rounds  were  eneagr  fire  only  after  three  rounds  rlchocheted  off 
hie  Mill.  Being  in  dense  vegetation  and  having  limited  fields  of  fire  and 
extremely  poor  visibility,  the  troop  conmander  elected  to  move  forward  out 
of  the  woods  into  the  open  fields.  At,  this  time,  he  called  the  executive 
officer  and  ordered  him  to  move  in  and  block  to  the  West  and  North  with 
three  Mills  and  send  the  rest  to  block  to  the  South  and  East.  The  troop 
euetained  icst  of  its  losses  by  eneny  fire  during  the  initial  movement 
through  the  eneay  position  and  the  reorganization  around  the  objective 
area.  The  troop  was  under  heavy  autonatic  weapons  fire  while  these  actions 
were  being  accomplished. 

By  1230  the  troop  comsander  had  his  company  deployed  so  as  to 
block  all  possible  escape  routes  fpoia  the  objective  area.  His  neoct  actiom 
were  to  call  in  artillery,  request  an  air  strike,  and  to  bring  fire  on  the 
objective  area  with  his  organic  weapons,  including  his  $7inm  reeoilless 
rifle  and  81ia&  zortars.  An  air  evacuation  point  was  set  up  at  approximately 
1300  but  the  VNAP  H-14  located  at  the  CF  did  not  fly  in.  The  first  air 
eracuatlon  was  accompliehed  by  a  US  Arty  UH-IB  at  1640.  The  155nni  artil¬ 
lery  fire  was  not  only  ineffective,  but  also  endangered  friendly  troops. 

(kie  round  killed  a  civil  guard  and  wounded  two  others.  'Dils  Inaccuracy 
was  due  mainly  to  the  fact  that  the  forward  observer  did  not  leave  the 
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M113.  H«  wu  shooting  aslaiths  with  his  eonpass  from  Insido  the  track.  Due 
to  the  extreme  danger  to  his  own  troops,  the  troop  commander  requested  that 
no  more  artillery  be  fired. 

At  1330,  in  order  to  further  develop  the  situation  and  determine 
the  enee^y's  strength  and  disposition,  the  commander  elected  to  assaulc  the 
position  with  the  M113-eiounted  flasiethrower.  This  action  helped  pinpoint 
several  locations.  The  eosmiander  by  this  time  was  able  to  detemdne  that 
he  was  facing,  on  the  eouth  and  west  sides  of  the  position,  a  determined 
and  well  dug-in  eneqy,  capable  of  a  high  volume  of  automatic  weapons 
fire.  It  was  reasonable  to  assuns  that  the  enesQr  had  no  anaor  defeating 
capability  since  none  had  been  employed,  although  ample  opportunities  had 
presented  themselves.  At  this  point  the  eommander  ordered  an  assault  by 
the  3  MI13s  on  the  West  end  of  the  position.  Two  of  these  M113s  had  the 
cupola  mounted  cal  .30  machine  guns,  and  were  capable  of  buttoning  up  com¬ 
pletely  and  continuing  to  fire.  Only  these  two  carriers  were  used  in  the 
assault.  The  assault  stopped  about  10  meters  short  of  the  wood  line  when 
a  grenade  exploded  about  three  meters  in  front  of  the  lead  M113.  There 
was  no  reason  for  the  KI13  to  stop,  as  the  grenades  were  Ineffective 
against  the  completely  buttoned-up  >!113.  The  bogging  down  was  probably 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  track  consnanders  in  this  troop  do  not  use  the 
intercom  capability  to  control  the  drivers.  Consequently,  when  the  track 
was  buttoned  up  and  moving,  the  track  coaander  had  little  control  of  his 
vehicle  and  the  driver,  due  to  the  lack  of  Instructions,  backed  up  after 
the  grenade  exploded. 

At  1430  the  cosmuuvler  decided  to  assault  again  from  the  South.  In 
this  assaidt  he  penetrated  the  objective  area,  threw  many  hand  grenades  and 
delivered  a  large  vol\as  of  fire  before  returning  to  the  original  positions. 
The  dug-ln  enemy  countered  with  heavy  automatic  weapons  fire  and  several 
accurately  throtoi  grenades.  One  N113  sustained  three  direct  hits,  two  on 
the  top  and  one  undenieath.  Only  superficial  damage  was  sustained  to  the 
carrier.  However,  the  gunner  was  killed.  These  grenades  were  of  the  home¬ 
made,  one-kilo  variety. 

Qy  1500,  two  T-2ds  had  arrived,  so  the  decision  was  made  to  hold 
the  blocking  positicms  and  soften  up  the  objective  with  air  strikes.  Be¬ 
tween  1500  and  1730  there  was  a  total  of  16  air  sorties.  The  ordnance 
expended  consisted  of  napalm,  rockets,  25-lb  frag  boobs,  250-lb  bombs, 

2Qib  cannon  and  50  cal  machine  guns.  The  coBq>any  commander  attonpted  one 
more  assault  between  air  strikes,  only  to  have  the  AAVK  observer  in  the 
OA-1  spotter  plane  advise  him  to  withdraw  as  he  could  see  many  7C  in  the 
objective  area.  Ha  mistook  the  assaulting  infantrymen  for  TC.  At  this 
point,  the  CP  took  control  of  the  operation  and  would  not  allow  the  troop 
cosamnder  to  launch  any  more  assaults  until  they  sent  reinforcements.  Al- 
thou^  the  troop  conatander  advised  the  CP  that  he  could  now  secure  the 
objective,  he  was  ordered  to  wait. 

The  reinforcements  arrived  at  1745.  They  consisted  of  an  assort¬ 
ment  of  hamlet  militia,  SDC,  and  special  forces  strike  force  troops.  The 
reinforcements  were  difficult  to  control  and  several  times  as  they  were 
approaching  the  objective  area,  they  fired  in  the  direction  of  the  friendly 
troops.  Fortunately,  however,  no  one  was  hit.  With  the  arrival  of  the 
additional  troops,  the  CP  now  allowed  the  troop  commander  to  launch  his 
attack.  He  succeeded  in  clearing  the  objective  by  1S30.  The  reinforce¬ 
ments  that  had  been  sent  did  not  leave  the  clearing  and  entered  the  wooded 
objective  as  ordered.  They  also  had  to  be  ordered  to  cease  fire,  as  they 
were  endangering  the  troops  that  were  clearing  the  objective. 

The  after-action  investigation  disclosed  that  the  VC  unit  had 
set  up  an  l^shaped  ambush  oriented  to  the  West  and  South,  probably  in 
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•niloipktloB  of  foot  troop*  onljr.  Th*  totol  mabor  of  TC  eri^iiiollp  oa 
th*  pooitiOB  woo  ootlBotod  at  30. 

aUTlMlCAL  SIMUHI  -  OPEBATKII  Cf  29  JU« 

VC  kiUod  -  25 

VC  oopfcwrod  •  3 

AmW  KIA  -  • 

ARVM  VIA  .  17 

Woopeno  eaptaroA  •  5  ootoaotlo  rifloo  (3  BAR,  1  EREH,  1  nroneto 
24  Z  29),  1  ‘Hwapoon  tiAMOhlm  g«m,  4  eorbinoo,  1  H-1  Ooraad,  3  MAS  36, 
2  IwMoiod*  rifloo,  1500  rouado  of  augunltioa}  oooortod  colibora,  5  ono- 
kHe  cronadoo  war*  dooiiepod  durlag  tho  oouro*  of  th*  aklralah. 

It  waa  ootlatttod  that  approxlaataljr  2000  rotnd*  of  aoMiltion  of 
aarloua  eallbor*  war*  oxpandod  bp  th*  VC. 

farprablo  tiHMlltr  Hll  pporation  of  29  Juao 

a.  1h*  Moehaalood  Troop  CeaauBtdar  ahowod  atfroaalTanoa*  la  aoallag 
off  th*  poaltloa  aad  daagrlag  th*  anaaqr  aa  oaoapo  rout*. 

b.  Good  ua*  wa*  aaida  of  th*  aoana  aTollabl*  to  th*  eoMaador  for 
th*  aupport  of  th*  oporatloa,  l.*.t  57bB  r*eolll*aa  rlfl*,  Slaa  aertar*, 
aad  air  atrika*.  H*  attaaptad  to  uo*  artiUarp,  but  waa  uaablo  to  do*  to 
th*  daai«r  to  hia  omi  troops, 

Uafaaorabla  romitT  m  Oasration  of  29  Jin* 

a.  1h*  bulk  of  th*  aTailahl*  troops  ehaood  tw*  iadiuidual  TC,  whil* 
onlp  a  aall  for**  aowod  through  a  larg*  aad  danaalp^nodad  objoetivo, 

b.  1h*  155ai  artiUarp  fir*,  which  could  hav*  h*lp*d  groatlp,  wa* 
randorod  iaaffoetiv*  du*  to  iapropor  aotiona  of  th*  fonnrd  obasrror. 

e.  1h*  CP  was  uaabl*  to  k**p  abroast  of  th*  aituatloa,  locatsd  as 

it  waa,  SOB*  distanc*  fro*  th*  aetioa.  Bithar  th*  ground  ooHundor  should 
hara  control,  or  th*  CP  should  bo  la  a  position  to  obsorv*  th*  action. 

d.  Bw  Nachanisod  IToop  Coaanndor,  uho  waa  th*  ground  oonanadar, 
was  unShl*  to  obtain  tiaolp  roapons*  to  orders  isausd  to  th*  attaehsd 
Civil  Guard  ooapanp.. 

*•  Th*  Civil  Guard  conpanp  was  oenswhat  diaorganisod  on  asveral 
occasiona.  Ikphaais  should  b*  placed  oa  th*  actions  of  all  subordinate 
Isadsrs  in  controlling  their  non,  aad  being  roaponsiv*  to  order*. 

f.  Bo  sttaagii  was  aad*  to  polio*  up  th*  sovaral  thousand  rounds 
of  onptp  braes  strown  over  th*  battle  ar**.  Those  can  easilp  b*  re¬ 
loaded  bgr  th*  VC, 

g.  It  would  have  boon  verp  oaap  to  leave  a  atap-behind  force,  or 
at  least  a  danolitions  anbuah  for  the  TC,  who  were  certain  to  eons  into 
the  ares  to  iavostifat*  th*  action.  Appioxiaatclp  100  TC  wore  reported 
in  this  area  five  hours  after  th*  friandlp  fore*  withdrew. 

4.  (C)  lESCRlPTION  OP  OFESATIOK  2  JULT 

The  operations  plan  for  2  Julp  was  idmtioal  to  that  of  27  June. 

Tm  Mlljs  unloaded  fTon  LSU*  and  crossed  th*  U)  at  0000,  on*  hour  late. 

TWo  M113s  raaialncd  on  th*  LSUa.  On*  had  dead  batt«ri*s{  th*  other  had 
brokan  trwsnliolon  nnnnting  bolts. 
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At  0e30»  an  0A>1  apottar  aircraft  aichtad  30  VC  aoving  to  tha 
South  and  Baat.  lha  troop  waa  in  hot  purault  whan  atoppad  bgr  tm  largo 
oanala  approjdaMtoljr  150  awtara  apart«  Tha  tlaM  oonauaad  In  oroaalng 
thaaa  tae  oanala  allowad  noat  of  tha  VC  to  aeattor  and  hlda«  (hil/  two 
of  tha  VC  wara  Idllad  and  thraa  oapturod.  Thoj  had  no  waapona. 

lha  troop  eontlnuad  on  to  tha  aaalgnod  objaetlvaa  with  no  fur- 
tbar  aontaat*  Aa  tha  troop  procaadad  to  tha  South  and  £aatf  tha  oanala 
baeawa  aero  niabarouaf  and  prograaa  waa  alcwod  conaldarablj  bjr  thaai. 

Aftar  tha  laat  objaetiva  had  baan  elaarad,  tha  troop  waa  ordarad  to 
■ova  to  tha  South  to  tha  aain  canal  (aaa  nap)  and  •ralt  further  ordara. 

lha  troop  travalod  30  loa  on  thia  operation.  Claaa  I  and  III 
auppliaa  wara  flm  in  bf  two  UH-IB  aircraft. 

5.  (C)  EESCRIPTION  OP  OPERATIONS  3,  4,  and  5  July  (DUC  THONG  34/TC) 

Tha  troop  rmalnti  in  tha  aaaanbly  araa  occupiad  on  tha  arening 
of  2  July  until  1400«  3  July.  At  thia  tiaa,  it  waa  ordarad  to  nova  to 
Hjr  An.  It  aiTiwad  at  Hjr  An  at  1800  on  3  July. 

On  4  July«  a  big  calabration  waa  hold  in  Kp  An  with  the  troop 
and  all  of  ita  aquipaient  on  diaplay.  The  aetlTitiaa  included  8paaehea« 
food(  drinka«  and  deannatration  ridaa  on  the  K1138  for  tha  loeal  paople. 

At  1400,  an  OA-l  aircraft  droppad  7th  Diwiaion  Operationa  Order 
OUC  THANG  34/TG  to  the  troop.  Thia  order  gave  tha  troop  an  ID  6  In  away, 
acroaa  two  anjor  canala,  at  0700,  5  July.  The  troop  waa  not  norad  to  a 
battar  wantaga  point,  but  renained  in  My  An  tha  night  of  the  4th  of  July. 

Tha  eoaaandar  did,  howewar,  aand  one  M1J3  to  the  far  bank  of  the  firat 
major  canal  that  evening  to  aaaiat  the  troop  in  exiting  the  next  morning. 

Tha  troop  departed  1^  An  at  0620  on  5  July  en  route  to  the  ID.  At 
1015,  tha  troop  croaawl  tha  ID  and  proceeded  toward  the  firat  objaetiva.  At 
1045  the  OA-l  apottar  alreraH  reported  30  VC  moving  diagonally  acroaa  the 
front  of  the  troop  at  4  te  kiatanca.  E|jr  1100  the  troop  had  eloaed  to  within 
1  In  of  the  VC,  irtw  wara  now  atoppad  and  hidden,  lha  troop  had  left  the 
diawountad  ASVN  infantry  far  to  tha  rear  during  the  rapid  advance,  and  tha 
ecanaadar  daeidad  not  to  wove  into  tha  thick  wooda  where  tha  VC  wara  located 
until  the  infantry  Joined  hln.  At  lUO,  the  QA-1  reported  that  tha  VC 
wara  leaving  tha  poaition  and  aeattaring  out.  The  infantry  Joined  at  1200. 

Hhan  the  wooda  wara  finally  cleared,  no  VC  ware  found.  Howavar, 
a  grenade  manufacturing  Inatallatlon  waa  found.  Thera  were  100  ei^y  fTag- 
maatation  grenade  caainga,  a  quantity  of  acrap  natal,  and  a  mmher  of  toola, 
atash  aa  aoulda,  vlaaa,  driUa,  etc.,  captured.  A  large  pot  of  molten  metal 
waa  found  with  the  fire  atiU  burning  vndar  it.  At  1515,  another  cache  of 
acrap  natal  waa  found.  All  of  theae  inatallationa  ware  mined  and  booby 
trap^. 

The  troop  proceeded  to  poaition  B  with  no  further  incident,  arriving 
at  1815.  At  thia  point  the  CP  ordered  tha  commander  to  nova  to  Hy  Long.  The 
road  to  My  Long  lay  4  hm  to  tha  Southwaat  of  poaition  B.  Howavar,  due  to  the 
difficulty  in  oroaalng  one  major  canal,  and  five  amaller  onaa,  four  houra 
were  raquirad  to  travaraa  tha  fovr  km.  The  troop  eloaed  into  My  Long  at  1100. 
The  troop  moved  from  My  Long  an  route  to  My  ^  l>y  i'o*d  at  1500  on  6  July. 

It  eloaed  into  My  Tho  at  1830. 

6.  (C)  STATISTICAL  StPSlARI  -  10  DAY  TOTAL 

VC  killed  -  30 
VC  captured  -  18 
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WMpoM  eapturvd  -  5  Alls,  4  esrbliws,  1  K-l,  1  Ihoapton 
Sutesehln#  Oim,  3  MAS  36*  2  hoamaadt. 

ARVN  KIA  -  8 

ARVN  VU  -  19 

Ibtsl  Mb  trsvslsd  -  250 

Nuabsr  of  M113s  Inopsrstivs  st  the  and  of  period  covered 

bjr  report  -  1. 

7.  (C)  CONCLUSIOliS 

s.  The  terrola  in  Klen  Rmbc  Rrovlnee  adjacent  to  the  Caaibodian 
border  is  ideal  for  the  e^iloTnant  of  amor*  including  light  tanks, 

b.  The  K113s  are  successful  in  flushing  TC  that  would  otheiwlse 
r»sln  hld^.  Whan  this  oceure  In  terrain  such  as  that  fowid  in  the 
southern  portion  of  Xian  Fhong*  where  nsnjr  canals  exist,  alnobile  block¬ 
ing  forces  or  mad  helicopters  could  be  suceessfuUj  enpLoTod  to  destroy 
the  fleeing  ones^  forces. 

c.  Mhm  the  ccaaand  post  takes  control  of  an  engageswnt,  it 
should  be  in  a  position  to  observe.  An  airborne  CP  or  an  ldl3  could 
fulfill  this  requirisnt. 

d.  The  M113  is  capable  of  withstanding  hard  usage  over  an 
extended  period.  Although  only  first  echelon  naintenance  was  perfcrned, 
11  Kllla  c«t  of  the  ori^nal  12  were  in  operating  condition  after  10  days 
of  extended  hard  operations.  All  of  these  K1138  have  been  operated  in 
eneess  of  5000  niles. 

e*  light  tactical  bridging  that  could  be  asq^laced  quickly  to 
croes  canals  would  allow  the  K113s  to  close  rapidly  with  enosy  forces 
that  are  fleeing. 
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(0)  N113-)»Uirr£Z}  FUMETHROWER  15  IBED  ON  THE  EN9(T 
POSmOM  (VIEN  FROM  OPPOSITE  SIEE  OF  POSinOi) 


FIGURE  10 

(0)  FIRST  ASSAULT  WITH  CUPOLA-WUIPPED  M1138.  FIRST  CARRIER 
ADVANCKD  ONLI  10  HETBRS  MORE  AFTER  THIS  PHOTO  WAS  TAKEN. 


FIGURt  11 

(U)  SbCOKO  Aa.-AULT  WITH  CUI  OLA-l^Llt'I  l-.w  U13S.  THL 
TWO  a  POU-EQUIPPED  M113S  AND  THE  M113  31iN  IN  THE 
FOhEGROUKD  ADVANCED  150  KLrEitS  INTO  TH]:i  aCOD  UNE 
BEFOhE  BEING  ORDEhED  OUT. 


FIGUHE  12 

(U)  Mil?  IN  DENSE  VEGETATICHt 
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riCUiE  13 

(U)  MU3  ON  FINAL  ASSAULT 
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(U)  OlSKOUilEO  WCHANIZBD  DirAlilSlMEN  MOPPING  UP  O&ISCnfB 
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(r)  ii’ist'LTii  cF  k  HAi.i  c.i":..;;’';  i-aLPSKii  in  a  hole 
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L0GI3ITCAL  SUFf’OHT  RK^UIHhyKNTS 


1.  (C)  General 

Thla  diecusalon  addresses  itself  to  Objective  Number  3  of  the  test 
plan  which  is  "to  determine  the  logisitcal  support  requirements  for  units  and 
individual  vehicles  when  operated  in  a  counterinsurgency  role  in  the  Republic 
of  Vietnam." 

2.  (C)  Maintenance 

a.  Aluminum  Welding  Capability 

The  Btajor  maintenance  problem  encountered  during  the  reporting 
period  was  the  lack  of  an  aluminum  welding  capability.  The  necessary  aluminum 
welding  sets,  FSN  3431-S37-5574,  are  available  in  RVN,  An  inspection  of  re¬ 
pair  weldments  on  several  vehicles  indicates  that  personnel  performing  the 
repair  work  have  not  been  properly  trained.  In  late  1962  a  Mobile  Training 
Team  from  Korea  instructed  a  group  of  Vietnamese  troops  on  the  use  of  this  equlp- 
swnt.  The  results  indicate  that  either  the  Instruction  was  inadequate  or  that 
the  course  attendees  are  not  being  properly  used. 

A  critical  shortage  of  argon  gas,  F3N  6830-290-4291,  has  compound¬ 
ed  this  problem.  All  Corps  areas  report  this  shortage.  Cne  M114  has  been 
deadllned  in  excess  of  4  months  waiting  for  gas  to  repair  an  idler  assembly 
mounting  pad.  Some  K113s  in  the  Delta  area  (IV  Corps)  have  both  cargo  hatches 
broken,  which  precludes  "buttoning-up"  during  combat  operations.  Many  antenna 
guards  and  headlight  guards  have  been  completely  broken  from  the  vehicle  and  not 
replaced  because  of  this  argon  gas  shortage. 

This  problem  was  also  noted  in  Thailand  during  a  recent  visit  by 
ACTIV  observers.  The  K113  has  recently  been  integrated  in  the  Thai  Amy.  Thus 
far,  no  welding  sets,  trained  welders,  gas,  or  welding  wire  have  been  sent  there 
to  support  vehicles. 

b.  Cap  Screws,  Hoad  Wheel  Arm  Support  Housing 

In  several  vehicles,  some  or  all  of  the  cap  screws  (FSN  5306-018- 
1614)  that  hold  the  road  wheel  arm  to  the  roadwheel  arm  housing  have  fallen  out 
(see  photo).  It  is  not  possible  to  check  these  cap  screws  visually  or  mechanic¬ 
ally  without  removing  the  entire  road  wheel  arm  assembly  because  they  are  located 
inside  a  box  beam  which  forms  part  of  the  structual  frame  of  the  vehicle.  When 
these  screws  fall  out,  the  only  force  holding  the  road  wheels  to  the  vehicle  is 
the  track  weight  and  tension.  Also,  when  the  screws  loosen  and  fall  out,  lub¬ 
ricant  drains  out  of  the  screw  holes,  and  serious  dasiage  can  occur  to  the  bear¬ 
ings  and  other  components  of  the  assembly.  A  positive  locking  system,  e.g., 
safety  vdring,  should  be  used  to  prevent  this  problem. 

3.  (C)  Supply 

Six  vehicles  are  deidlined  for  rectifiers.  Thirty-two  rectifiers, 
FSN  6130-877-4853,  such  as  are  used  on  the  M114  have  been  ordered  for  replace¬ 
ments  and  stockage.  This  different  rectifier  will  be  used  because  it's  diodes 
can  be  replaced  when  they  fail  (one  itood  rectifier  can  be  made  or  several  failed 
rectifiers  by  cannaballzing  diodes)  whereas  the  Mil?  seleniiua  rectifier  (FSN 
6130-877-4853)  is  non-repairable  if  the  diode  fails.  The  functional  inter¬ 
changeability  of  these  two  rectifiers  is  compatible. 
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Following  Is  ths  status  of  testing  of  Items  of  14113  equipment  STaluated 
In  Vietnam: 

1.  (C)  Capstans  and  Ground  Anchors  This  self -recovery  kit,  consisting 
of  sprocket  adaptors,  capstans,  ground  anchors,  and  nylon  rope  Is  now  available 
in  toto.  Ten  sets  of  capstans  and  adaptors  have  arrived.  Twelve  aathors  con¬ 
sisting  of  six  S-inch  helix  and  eye  sets  and  six  10-lnch  helix  and  eye  sets 
have  arrived.  Initial  testing  was  acccmpllshed  In  the  MT  THO  area  during  the 
first  week  in  August.  Testing  by  AfiVN  Amor  units  during  operations  will  follow 
If  the  RAD  testing  Is  successful. 

2.  (C)  30  Caliber  Machine  Gun  Canulas 

Four  enclosed  caliber  .30  machine  gun  cupolas  have  been  mounted  on  the 
K113  for  test  in  the  ARVN.  This  cupola  will  afford  added  protection  for  the 
gunner.  Two  cupolas  are  swunted  on  1st  Amored  Cavalry  Squadron  vehicles  assigned 
to  III  Corps  and  are  located  at  GO  VAP.  They  have  not  been  employed  sufficiently 
to  develop  any  prelijainary  Information.  The  remaining  two  cupolas  are  mounted  on 
2nd  Amored  Cavalry  Squadron  vehicles  and  are  located  at  KT  THO.  They  have  been 
employed  In  two  operations  to  date.  Prellsdnanr  information  from  these  two  <^r- 
atlons  indicates  the  following: 

a.  Both  vehicles  mounting  the  cupolas  have  been  employed  In  the  sam 
platoon  and  fom  a  three  vehicle  assault  unit  with  a  flamthrosfer  equipped  IQ13* 

b.  The  cupola  has  been  easy  to  operate  and  has  had  no  msehanloal 
difficulties. 

c.  The  psychological  effect  upon  the  ARVN  troops  using  the  vehicle 
has  been  very  good.  They  rely  heavily  upon  these  vehicles  In  the  assault. 

d.  Both  carriers  have  been  hit  on  the  aluminum  adapter  rings  by  what 
are  thought  to  be  .45  cal  submachine  gun  rounds.  Neither  was  penetrated.  One 
cupola  was  hit  twice  by  what  was  believed  to  be  the  same  caliber  round,  but  no 
dama^  occurred  to  the  cupola. 

e.  The  vehicles  swuntlng  cupolas  have  been  driven  directly  onto  eneny 
positions  firing  into  foxholes  as  they  moved. 

f.  Loading  Is  fast  and  simple  -  the  gun  is  loaded  most  easily  at  max¬ 
imum  elevation. 

g.  Range  has  been  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

h.  No  repair  parts  or  special  maintenance  tools  have  been  needed  thus 

far. 

i.  The  fire  control  is  satisfactory. 

3.  (U)  Push  Bars 

The  A-frame  type  *puah  bar,”  mentioned  In  Honthly  Tost  Report  Nomtoer 
5,  broke  at  the  welded  yoke  where  the  "push  pad”  Is  attached  (see  photo).  A 
new  push  bar  of  different  material  and  design  will  be  fabricated  at  the  local 
Ordn^e  Rebuild  Depot  In  Saigon.  This  special  recovery  device  will  be  aggress¬ 
ively  pursued  ae  it  provides  one  of  the  quickest  and  easiest  methods  of  ef¬ 
fecting  canal  crossings. 

4.  (C)  Loudspeaker  -  Amplifier 

A  loudspeaker  -  amplifier  set  has  been  mounted  on  the  N113.  It  has 
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^  •tUoh.d  bjr  M  MUfitor  to  tho  loeolly  fobrleotod  wehino  «in  Alold  » 

in  nny  dooll^d  dlrectii. 

It  la  fait  that  thla  davtoa  can  ba  neeaaaAiUjr  uaad  for  tb*  feiloidijgi 
•.  Attaapt  to  "talk  out"  Inaurgent  foreaa. 


battla  arM.  ***^*^  elaarlag  clvlllana  froa  haalata  and  riUagaa  In  tha 
Vlraliil.  ■^ufbeturad  bjr  AppUad  Elactro  Maehanlea  Inc,  Alwcandria, 
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